Frequently Asked Questions on Pre-School Teacher Training
	General

	1. Who accredits the pre-school teacher training courses and how would I know if a course is accredited?
The pre-school teacher training courses are accredited by the Pre-School Qualification Accreditation Committee (PQAC). PQAC is jointly steered by the Ministry of Education (MOE) and the Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports (MCYS). Click HERE to see accredited courses.


Training agencies are required to inform applicants that courses are accredited by PQAC. The MOE and MCYS websites provide a list of courses accredited by PQAC. Click HERE to see accredited courses.

2. Who sets the training requirements for pre-school teachers? 

MOE and MCYS set the training requirements for pre-school teacher training in Singapore. 

3. As a kindergarten operator, may I employ a person without any training in early childhood as a teacher, and thereafter send her for training? 
From 1 Jan 2009, when a kindergarten employs a person without any training in early childhood, the candidate will be registered as a ‘temporary teacher’ if s/he has obtained GCE ‘O’ level credits in 5 different subjects including a B4 in English as first language (EL1) or Mother Tongue language (MT) for Mother Tongue teacher. Those with a C5 or C6 in EL1/MT must obtain within 2 years from the date of registration either a B4 or a minimum band 6.5 in IELTS for EL teachers and a minimum advanced level grade C (level 9) in HSK (taken before 2010) for CL teachers.  MT/CL teachers taking the HSK (from 2010) are required to obtain BOTH a pass at level 6 written test (i.e. a minimum score of 60 in each of the 3 components (Listening, Reading, Writing) and a minimum total score of 180) and a pass at Advanced level for the oral/speaking test.
A letter of acceptance into the Diploma in Early Childhood Care and Education-Teaching (DECCE-T) course is also required for registration as a ‘temporary teacher’. The temporary teacher status is valid for up to 4 years. The temporary teacher has to complete his/her training in DECCE-T within 4 years from the date of registration as a temporary teacher. 
4. How may I become a kindergarten teacher? 
From 1 Jan 2009, a kindergarten teacher must have obtained GCE ‘O’ level credits in 5 different subjects including a B4 in English as first language (EL1) or Mother Tongue language (MT) for Mother Tongue teacher. Those with a C5 or C6 in EL1/MT must obtain (within 2 years from the date of teacher registration) either a B4 or a minimum band 6.5 in IELTS for EL teachers. For MT/CL teachers, the minimum requirement is a pass at advanced level grade C (level 9) in HSK (taken before 2010). MT/CL teachers taking the HSK (from 2010) are required to obtain BOTH a pass at level 6 written test (i.e. a minimum score of 60 in each of the 3 components (Listening, Reading, Writing) and a minimum total score of 180) and a pass at Advanced level for the oral/speaking test. A kindergarten teacher must be of good character.
To note:
The Diploma in Early Childhood Care and Education-Teaching (DECCE-T) must be obtained within 4 years from the date of registration. 
5. Will I be guaranteed of a job when I complete the early childhood course?
There is a good demand for trained pre-school teachers in the field. Applications for a suitable position will have to be made directly to the kindergartens.
6. Will I be able to combine my GCE ‘O’ level certificates for entry into the courses?
Yes.


	Courses

	1. Does MOE conduct any pre-school teacher training courses?
MOE does not conduct PQAC-accredited pre-school teacher training courses. These are conducted by training agencies. Click HERE for a complete list. 
2. What are the pre-school teacher training courses that are offered and the duration of training?
The following courses are offered: 
· Certificate in Early Childhood Care and Education (CECCE): 800 hrs
· Diploma in Early Childhood Care and Education-Teaching (DECCE-T): 1200 hrs 

· Diploma in Early Childhood Care and Education-Leadership (DECCE-L): 850 hrs 
· Specialist Diploma in Early Childhood Care and Education (SDECCE): 1600 hrs 

3. How frequently are classes held for pre-school teacher training courses?
Pre-school teacher training courses may be conducted both in the afternoons and evenings depending on the training agency. The minimum duration of the courses has also been specified and will take effect from 1 Jan 2009:

Total Course  Hours

Duration for Part-time Course

Duration for Full-time Course

CECCE (800 hrs)

24mths (PT)
12mths (FT)
DECCE-T (1200 hrs)

30mths (PT)

18mths (FT)

DECCE-L (850 hrs)

24mths (PT)

12mths (FT)

SDECCE (1600 hrs)

36mths (PT)

24mths (FT)

Please check with the respective training agency for details. For list of training agencies, click HERE.  

4. What are the course fees like?
The fees vary from training agency to training agency. Please check with the respective training agencies. For list of training agencies, click HERE. 

5. Does MOE give grants for training expenses?
No. Kindergartens sponsoring their staff for training may approach the Workforce Development Agency (WDA) to apply for subsidies. Please refer to the following website for more information: http://app2.wda.gov.sg/Web/Contents/Contents.aspx?ContID=436 




	Professional Development

	1. If I have already completed the Intermediate and the Advanced (Certificate in Pre-school Management and Administration or CPMA) levels of training, am I required to do the Diploma in Early Childhood Care and Education-Leadership (DECCE-L) course?
With effect from 1 Jan 2009, those interested in assuming a supervisory position in a kindergarten will need a Diploma in Early Childhood Care and Education-Leadership (DECCE-L). Those with a CPMA will not be granted any module exemption. However you will need to first obtain the Diploma in Early Childhood Care and Education-Teaching (DECCE-T).
2. Would I need to undergo the various levels of pre-school teacher training if I am a degree holder?
Non-ECE degree holders have two options: 

(1) They may attend the Advanced Diploma in Kindergarten Education-Teaching (ADKET) which prepares them to be a kindergarten teacher; or 

(2) They may proceed to the Specialist Diploma in Early Childhood Care and Education (SDECCE) which prepares them to be a pre-school leader. 

ECE degree holders may apply to training agencies for module exemption in diploma courses. Please check directly with the training agencies for further details. For list of training agencies, click HERE.

3. If I have a Certificate or Diploma in Education from NIE, would I be exempted from training?
You would still be required to undergo the diploma training in early childhood care and education. Training in early childhood development, pedagogy and curricular components is essential for those wishing to work in the early childhood field.

4. Are there degree courses in early childhood education which are conducted locally and are accredited by MOE/MCYS?
The Pre-School Qualification Accreditation Committee (PQAC) accredits only courses up to diploma level.



