Frequently Asked Questions

Improving the Quality of Pre-School Education

Raising the Minimum Qualifications of Pre-School Teachers
1. What are the key reasons for raising the academic and professional qualifications of teachers now?  

Since 2000, MOE has focused on ways to improve the quality of pre-school education, including raising teacher quality.  In 2001, MOE set the minimum academic and professional qualifications of pre-school teachers.  As part of our ongoing efforts to improve the quality of pre-school education, it is timely for us to further raise the minimum teacher qualifications.  This is to ensure that children continue to have access to a good pre-school education, and have a good foundation for learning before they attend primary school.  
Pre-school teachers are increasingly required to design curriculum and instructional activities for the holistic development of a child. They also have to be effective facilitators in the classroom to develop children’s social and emotional competencies, nurture their love for learning and help them develop learning-to-learn skills. 

In addition, the educational profile of our population has also shifted over time. Parents have thus become better-educated, and have higher expectations of the standard of pre-school education for their children. 

2.
Why is MOE setting a target that 75% of all teachers in each pre-school must meet the requirements to teach K1/K2 by Jan 2013?  
The intention is to raise the overall quality of the pre-school teaching force over time, including that of the pre-nursery/nursery teachers.  This target will also uplift the professional image of the pre-school teaching force. Hence, we have set a target that 75% of all pre-school teachers must meet the requirements to teach K1/K2 i.e. new teachers must have 5 ‘O’ level credits including English Language (EL) and a Diploma in Pre-school Education-Teaching (DPE-T); existing teachers must have an ‘O’ level credit in EL and a DPE-T. This will provide some flexibility for pre-schools to retain some of their incumbent staff who are experienced teachers, but who may not possess the necessary academic and professional qualifications to teach K1/K2.
3.
What is the definition of “new teachers” and “existing teachers”?
“New teachers” are teachers who will have registered with MOE or MCYS on or after 1 Jan 2009.

“Existing teachers” are teachers who have been registered with MOE or MCYS as at 31 Dec 2008.  They will also have been issued a letter from MOE and MCYS following the announcement of the revised requirements to establish their status.  
4.
How will an existing teacher who plans to resign be classified if she wants to be registered with another pre-school after Jan 2009?

Teachers who wish to move on to another kindergarten or child care centre after Jan 2009 will be considered as “existing teachers’ and do not have to meet the requirements for new teachers. As long as they have been issued a letter from MOE or MCYS to establish their status, they would be considered as an existing teacher.

5.
How will the new requirements for existing teachers affect them? 
Existing teachers who wish to teach K1 and K2 classes from 1 Jan 2013 will have to obtain an ‘O’ level credit in EL and a DPE-T, if they do not already have these qualifications. There will be no change to the requirements for existing teachers to teach pre-nursery or nursery classes.
Teachers will be notified of the levels they may teach by Jul 2008.
6.
Why is MOE placing emphasis on teachers’ English Language (EL) proficiency? 
Some of our children, especially those from non-English speaking homes, are first exposed to the English Language when they attend pre-school.  It is therefore necessary to ensure that pre-school teachers have a minimum standard of English, so that they can provide their students with a sound foundation in EL from young.    
7.
What is the EL proficiency test that teachers have to pass if they do not have an ‘O’ level credit in EL? 
The EL proficiency test used is the International English Language Testing System (General Training) or IELTS (General Training) administered by the British Council. The IELTS is an internationally recognised qualification.

8.
What is the minimum Band required in IELTS for teachers who do not meet the EL requirement?

From 1 Jan 2009, all new pre-school teachers who obtained C5 or C6 for ‘O’ level EL would need to obtain a minimum Band 6.5 in IELTS. 
Existing teachers who do not have a credit in ‘O’ level EL must obtain a minimum Band 5.5 in IELTS. This is the current requirement and there is no change to it.
9.
Can an existing teacher without a credit in ‘O’ level EL use the English Communication Skills (ECS) Test result instead? 
No, the English Communication Skills (ECS) Test is not aimed at establishing teachers’ EL proficiency. The aim of the English Communication Skills (ECS) Course is to encourage teachers to continually upgrade themselves so as to develop their confidence and competence in speaking and writing Standard English. 
All teachers who sign up for the ECS Course and pass the ECS Test conducted by the Singapore Examinations and Assessment Board (SEAB) will be awarded a certificate by SEAB. MOE is subsidizing the fees for the ECS Course and Test through the Course Grant and Test Grant respectively for eligible teachers. Details of the ECS Course and Test are available on the Pre-school Education Branch website.  

10.
 Where can teachers take the DPE-T course to upgrade their professional qualifications? Will there be enough training places for all the teachers who want to go for the necessary professional training?

There are currently 15 private training providers offering the DPE-T course accredited by the MOE-MCYS Pre-school Qualification Accreditation Committee or PQAC. The list of training agencies for the DPE-T course is available from the MOE and MCYS websites. 

There will be sufficient training places for new and existing teachers seeking to obtain the DEP-T.
11.
Would existing teachers be able to enrol for DPE-T with only 3 ‘O’ levels and a CPT?

Existing teachers will have until 31 Dec 2012 to register for the DPE-T course using the current training pathway of 3 ‘O’ level credits including EL
 plus a CPT. From 1 Jan 2013, the minimum entry requirement for DPE-T for these teachers will be 5 ‘O’ level credits with at least a B4 in ‘O’ level EL or min. Band 6.5 in IELTS.
12.
What are the new requirements for existing and new Mother Tongue Language (MTL) teachers?
The new requirements will also apply to new and existing MTL teachers, except that they will require a credit in their respective ‘O’ level MTL instead of a credit in EL.  

New CL teachers with C5 or C6 for ‘O’ level CL will need to obtain B4 or better for ‘O’ level CL or a minimum Grade 9 in the Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi or HSK within 2 years. 
Existing CL teachers must either obtain an ‘O’ level credit for CL or a minimum Grade 9 in the HSK. 
13.
Will GCE ‘O’ levels in Higher Mother Tongue and Mother Tongue be considered as  2 ‘O’ level credits?
No. These are considered as one GCE ‘O’ level credit. The ‘O’ level subjects that pre-school teachers are required to have attained credits in should be subjects that cover different content areas. This is to ensure that they have the breadth of content knowledge and skills.
14.
How will the new requirements affect the pre-school principals? 
MOE will continue with the current practice of all pre-school principals having to first be registered as a teacher. Hence the new requirements will apply to all principals, i.e. new principals need to have at least 5 ‘O’ level credits including EL and a DPE-T. In addition, they must have a minimum of 2 years of relevant experience in the pre-school sector and obtain the Diploma in Pre-School Education–Leadership (DPE-L). These are the existing requirements for pre-school principals and there is no change to them. 

Existing principals and existing teachers who are newly appointed as principals after 31  Dec 2008 will need to meet our current requirements for principals, i.e. they need to have at least 3 ‘O’ level credits including EL, a DPE-T, a DPE-L and have at least 2 years of relevant experience in the pre-school sector. 
15.
Do the new requirements apply to teachers with foreign qualifications? 

Teachers with foreign qualifications who join the sector from 1 Jan 2009 must meet the new requirements, i.e. have the equivalent of 5 ‘O’ level credits including EL (or MTL for MTL teachers) and a DPE-T. To register as a pre-school teacher with MOE or MCYS, applicants with foreign qualification must have:

· undergone 12 years of formal education, and
· passed an examination conducted by the country or state with credits in 5 

different subjects

In addition to this, a minimum Band 6.5 obtained in IELTS will be required if they are teaching in EL. They will also need to obtain the DPE-T within 4 years of joining the sector.
16.
Are international DPE-T (i.e. accredited by foreign universities/institutions) recognized for the new minimum qualifications? 

Only teachers with diplomas from DPE-T courses accredited by the PQAC will be registered with MOE and MCYS. Other diplomas in pre-school teaching will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

17.
What financial support is available for parents to send their children to pre-school?
Parents can make use of the Baby Bonus Scheme and the monies in their Child Development Account (CDA) to pay for pre-school fees.  In addition, a variety of financial assistance schemes have been put in place to help children from lower income families. MCYS provides a fee subsidy under its Kindergarten Financial Assistance Scheme (KiFAS) and Centre-Based Financial Scheme for Childcare (CFAC) to help families with their children’s fees in kindergartens and childcare centres.  Details on the various financial support schemes are available on the MCYS website: 
http://app.mcys.gov.sg/web/faml_nurture_childcarectr.asp http://www.mcys.gov.sg/web/serv_E_KIFAS.html
Quality Assurance and Accreditation Framework for Pre-schools

18.
What is quality assurance for pre-schools?

A quality assurance is an organized way to assess, improve and communicate the quality of pre-school education.  A quality assurance system empowers parents to become informed consumers and choose high quality pre-school programmes for their children; promotes accountability and improves the development of children in early childhood education.

19.
What is the purpose of introducing a Quality Assurance and Accreditation Framework for pre-schools?

The framework aims to boost standards of the pre-school sector by spelling out the requirements in areas that will impact the quality of pre-school education, and evaluating and monitoring the delivery of these requirements. Accreditation is a process that encourages improvement through continuous self-assessment and external review. 

20.
What is the process involved in the quality assurance and accreditation framework?
Pre-schools will be encouraged to apply for voluntary quality assurance when the quality assurance and accreditation framework is ready in 2011. More details about the tool and the framework will be disseminated when ready so as to give pre-schools the opportunity to use the tool for self-appraisal.  Pre-schools which are ready can then apply for quality rating by a team of external assessors.  Those which obtain a good grade in the quality rating will be eligible to apply for accreditation. 

21.
Is it compulsory for all pre-schools to be involved in quality assurance and accreditation? What are the benefits for pre-schools to participate in the quality assurance and accreditation process? 
While it is not compulsory, pre-schools will be strongly encouraged to participate in the quality assurance and accreditation process as attaining a good quality rating or accreditation status is an endorsement of the quality of the pre-school.  Pre-schools which have achieved accreditation status may enjoy public recognition of quality and higher enrolment rates.
MOE and MCYS will work out a system to inform the public on the quality ratings of pre-schools and the list of accredited pre-schools.
22.
How do I find out more about the various supporting measures that will be introduced to improve the quality of pre-school education?

Further details on the various supporting measures are being worked out by MOE and MCYS. Pre-school operators will be briefed further in 2008 when details are ready.
� Teachers without a credit in ‘O’ level EL will need to obtain a minimum Band 5.5 in IELTS.
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